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This article examines the development of heritage practice in Japan and Korea. Arguing that 
heritage has been foundational in the creation of the modern nation state, it shows how, 
Japan, as one of the few autonomous Asian nation in the era of European imperialism, 
developed strong legislative protection of its heritage to project its national identity. During 
the colonial period Japan assimilated this approach in Korea as an integral element of Japan’s 
own heritage. The article argues that, based on comparable, historically evolved approaches 
to heritage protection, both countries were instrumental in shaping global heritage discourse 
and practice in the 1980s and 1990s. In particular, they were instrumental in advancing an 
understanding of intangible heritage that led to the adoption of the UNESCO’s 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage.   
